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The content of the book is organized into seventeen chapters, three of 
which deal with the causes of the war, while the remaining chapters discuss 
its course and outcome. In the first chapter the author takes up the develop- 
ment of militaristic Prussia, hying special emphasis on the Junker party and 
its influence in shaping the destinies of Germany and Prussia. He shows very 
plainly that the world-war was not the result of a single event but rather the 
climax of a series of events which took place in Europe during the nineteenth 
century. Chapter ii is devoted to a discussion of "The Middle Europe 
Scheme." In this chapter the author's main discussion is centered around 
the activities of Germany in securing and trying to secure concessions from the 
Central European powers. The remainder of the book is devoted to the 
prosecution of the war. In describing the course of the war the author dis- 
cusses the main movements of the Entente and Allied armies and navies, their 
successes and defeats, and brings out at every opportunity "the mailed fist 
act" and the utter disregard which the Germans displayed for treaties and 
international rules. In the discussion of the final battles of the war and the 
beginning of the end, one fact impresses the reader, namely, that the AlUes 
were determined to carry on the war until the Germans realized their responsi- 
bility for the war and were ready to conform to civilized rules and to concede 
everything in order to gain peace. 

The book is written in simple and interesting language. It will be useful 
supplementary material for the upper grades of the elementary school. 

James Vaughn 

Religious training through drama. — Religious education is becoming a 
matter of more than passing interest at the present time. At the recent meet- 
ing of the North Central Association a whole course of religious education was 
presented by a committee and approved by this body without discussion. 
The right of religious education to a place along with EngHsh and mathematics 
in the report of the Committee on Unit Courses and Curricula seemed to be 
generally conceded. The question of religious education, then, is no longer one 
of whether it shall be given, but resolves itself into how it shall be accompUshed. 

Churches and church organizations have always been more or less inter- 
ested in this phase of education, but they are beginning to realize how inefficient 
and faulty have been their attempts to administer successfully this important 
branch of education. They are now searching for a means of correcting or 
atoning for their shortcomings. Their question, like that of the educators, 
is how to provide this work. They have bethought themselves of their former 
handmaiden, the drama, discarded many years ago, and have used it widely 
with more or less success in individual church organizations. 

In a recent book' the author reviews the available material for this class 
of work and many of the cases where successful performance has been reported, 

'William V. Meredith, Pageantry and Dramatics in Religious Education. 
New York: Abingdon Press, 192 1. Pp. 212. 
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with the hope of inducing a larger use of this type of activity. He sets up a 
straw man, arguing, in the first four chapters, for a point that is ahnost uni- 
versally conceded — the use of the drama in religious training. But the 
material is not wasted, for he gives us a splendid survey of the history of the 
drama, the play movement, and educational dramatics. The following eight 
chapters are devoted to practical suggestions for the development of church and 
community dramatics. Such topics as theme-selecting, story-playing, helps 
for producing, and types of dramatic production are considered. The last 
chapter pleads for a wider use of dramatics, not only to inculcate religious 
ideals, but also to further Americanization and to promote that social conscious- 
ness which should become world-wide. 

While this book will prove interesting and profitable to anyone interested 
in the subject, it will be of special help to those who are trying to provide this 
special form of training through boys' and girls' clubs, Sunday schools, vaca- 
tion Bible schools, and like organizations. The bibUographies with the author's 
helpful comments will be of great value to those wishing other material on the 
subject. 

Ernst E. Wellemeyer 



Handbook for teachers of nature-study. — Courses in nature-study in the 
elementary school have frequently suffered because of two conditions. The 
first of these is the lack of weU-organized materials appropriate to the needs 
and interests of children of the elementaiy-school level. The second condition 
which has hindered the development of nature-study courses is the lack of 
teachers with a breadth of scientific experience of the type which enables them 
to see the significant elements in common natural phenomena. The majority 
of teachers of nature-study in the grades have not specialized in science but 
depend for their information on a brief survey of the field secured during their 
normal-school course, plus whatever reading they can devote to the subject. 
It is primarily to enrich the experience of the teachers of this subject that 
Dr. Downing has recently written a nature guide.' 

The book is somewhat broader than its title implies. In the first four 
chapters the author introduces some of the fundamentals of nature-study under 
the titles "The Changmg Face of Nature," "The World in the Making," 
"The Story of Our Rock Foundation," and "The Glacial Period." These 
chapters are in no sense a dry summary of scientific principles but, on the 
contrary, are concrete descriptions of the subjects under discussion, with many 
illustrations and examples. The following chapters are organized around 
particular regions and special topics, as, for example, "The Dunes and Their 
Plants," "Interdunal Ponds and Tamarack Swamps," and "Animals of the 
Dunes." 

' Elliot Rowland Downing, A Naturalist in the Great Lakes Region. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1922. Pp. xxv^-328. $3.50. 



